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were allowed on one occasion to go to a fair in a
neighboring town, and each was furnished with
a little money from the slender store at home.
When they returned in the evening, Daniel was
radiant with enjoyment; Ezekiel rather silent.
Their mother inquired as to their adventures, and
finally asked Daniel what he did with his money.
" Spent it," was the reply. " And what did you
do with yours, Ezekiel ? " " Lent it to Daniel.'*
That answer well sums up the story of Webster's
home life in childhood. All were giving or lend-
ing to Daniel of their money, their time, their
activity, their love and affection. This petting
was partly due to Webster's delicate health, but
it was also in great measure owing to his nature.
He was one of those rare and fortunate beings who
without exertion draw to themselves the devotion
of other people, and are always surrounded by men
and women eager to do and to suffer for them.
The boy accepted all that was showered upon him,
not without an obvious sense that it was his due.
He took it in the royal spirit which is character-
istic of such natures; but in those childish days
when laughter and tears came readily, he repaid
the generous and sacrificing love with the warm
and affectionate gratitude of an earnest nature
and a naturally loving heart. He was never cold,
or selfish, or designing. Others loved him, and
sacrificed to him, but he loved them in return and
appreciated their sacrifices. These conditions of